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In Zollner's figure the verticals appear to converge or diverge. In
reality they are parallel. A generally accepted explanation of
these illusions is that we tend to overestimate the size of small
angles and to underestimate the size of large ones. This affects
the apparent direction of lines forming the angles.

The famous illusion of F. G. Muller-Lyer, another German
psychologist, wherein the line of the right-hand figure appears
longer than the line of the left-hand figure, is explained on a
Gestalt basis.
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We can not rid ourselves of the diagonal lines5 effect as we
observe the horizontals. Hence the line at the right, being part of
a larger whole, seems longer. Other theories are proposed, but
this has most support.

Other illustrations hinge on contrast effects. Geza Revesz, a
Hungarian psychologist teaching in Holland, noted a striking
one. Which figure is larger?

They are alike. The contrast between the long slow bottom
curve of the upper figure and the smaller top curve of the lower
figure creates the illusion.